
The journey of a seafarer during the Pandemic. A personal story on how to navigate the challenges that 

he faced from going back to work and finishing his contract. Argie is a seafarer from the Philippines. 

I'm Argie V. De Los Santos, 33 years old. I am from Naga City, Camarines Sur. I am married and have a 

4-year-old son. I was employed by Magsaysay Maritime Corporation as Second Officer onboard MV 

DREAM SKY. This is my experience regarding the new challenges we are facing due to Covid-19 pan-

demic.  

On March 2021, I was taking an instructor’s course 6.09 in Makati when I heard from my fellow class-

mates that a lockdown would occur in Luzon because of the rapid transmission of the COVID-19 virus. I 

bought a bus ticket to go back to my hometown since our class would be finishing in three days time. The next day, a face-to-face 

class meeting and any form of gatherings were suspended. So, I immediately rebook my bus ticket to go back to my province in 

Bicol to avoid getting stuck in Manila if the lockdown was imposed. A Nationwide lockdown in Luzon was declared. At that time, 

everyone was scared if anyone had a cold, cough or fever. Even if you sneezed, people would give you that stare and move away. I 

was scared because I had to travel from Makati to my province in Bicol. Makati had several infections that time. When I arrived 

home, I had a runny nose and soar throat. It was very scary thinking that your family might get infected. I tried to get rid of those 

symptoms by drinking ginger tea every night. 
 

During the lockdown period, we just stayed home. We bought items via online apps and delivery services. Prices of goods gradually 

increased. We had to use all our savings, even the piggy bank of my four-year-old son was used.  Every single coin was used. By 

that time, I had already been on vacation for seven months. With our savings depleted and bills to pay, plus basics to buy, we need-

ed assistance. Thank God that help was available when you needed it. We received 15kg of rice from our local government and 

$200.00 cash assistance from Overseas Worker Welfare Administration (OWWA).  This was of a great help since I did not have 

any income while on vacation. Our son was enrolled in an exclusive school, but since our budget became short, we decided to trans-

fer him to another pre-school.  

When shipping agencies resumed on June 2020, I planned to return to Manila to ask for my next ship assignment since my fleet 

manager had already asked me to report to their office. Busses were still not allowed to travel at that time. We don’t have a car, so it 

is very inconvenient for me to travel. My Mother-in-law also passed away and my wife also needed to be comforted so I decided to 

stay. I also didn’t feel safe returning to Manila because of the alarming number of Covid-19 cases and I didn’t know if it was safe to 

stay in the dormitory. There was a lot to think about and I was not only concerned for myself but also my family. Many questions 

popped up in my mind. When would I be able to return to work? What if I got infected in Manila? Will I be able to pay my bills and 

loans? I kept on praying to God to help me overcome this situation. I watched the news every day to know if the virus was going to 

be contained. It was getting worse day after day, and it started to spread even in my province.  
 

It was on September 2020 when I got the courage to return to Manila because our situation was getting worse. I looked for anyone 

who could offer a carpool service because busses were not allowed to run. Luckily, I found a carpool. At the dormitory before they 

could check in, we had to undergo Rapid testing for Covid-19. I got a negative result. I've met 

my fleet manager. He gave me my next ship assignment and even gave me a promotion. Before 

the flight, I had to undergo a quarantine and have a negative result after the Swab test. I joined 

MV DREAM SKY on the 9th of October 2020. Another challenging experience for me as I got 

a new position onboard.  

Thanks to God Almighty who is always there for me and strengthens me in facing every chal-

lenge in life. Thanks to my family, my son and wife who are giving me inspiration and support 

me all the way. I successfully finished my contract.  Luckily, we got repatriated in Vancouver, 

Canada on the 19th of June 2021. Most of my fellow seafarer are still onboard and unable to 

come home because of the countries that are closed due to flight restrictions. Before I arrived in 

Naga City, I had to undergo ten days quarantine in a Hotel in Makati, paid for by the govern-

ment. I needed a negative result from a swab test and continue the next four days of quaran-

tine at home. Everything was in God's perfect time. Just keep on believing and trust in Him. 

He will not let you down. 
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 Some sailed over the ocean in ships, earning their living on the seas. They saw what the LORD can do, his wonderful acts on the seas.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                         Psalm 107:23-24 
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Chairman’s remarks 

Greetings dear friends and supporters of Lighthouse.  It is amazing 

what has occurred during the pandemic with the ministry to the sea-

farers around the world and here in Prince Rupert. 

Firstly, we are involved in a Zoom prayer meeting on Monday 

mornings with workers  (missionaries) to the seafarers around the 

world.  It is most encouraging to hear and pray for every different effort that is 

being made. 
 

Then for a few months here very little was happening as we continued to pray for 

opportunities.  The port authority organized barbecues for any interested ship 

crews; strangely, it was difficult to get crews to come; however, to those who 

came we fed them, ministered to them and gave them literature before they re-

turned to their ships. 

Earlier this year, we started visiting the ships at the gangway, ( as sailors were not 

allowed off) we came to them with magazines, papers, new testaments and goodies in 

a package. This has been well received and, sometimes, there is opportunity to pray and speak with those on watch. 

Please pray with us that soon we will be able to bring the seafarers to the mission and that the health authorities will allow 

them to come to town.  Pray also for our chaplain, Zetho and volunteer Ron as they press forward every day.  We believe 

our God is able to do the impossible. 

Thank you and God bless you. Remember, the battle is the Lords. 

Doer Of The Word 

James 1: 22-25  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  For if anyone is a hearer 

of the word and not a doers, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at 

himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  But the one who looks into the perfect law, 

the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who for-

gets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed inhis doing. 

Christianity is not  a self empowerment, improvement or self development  

course.  It is a transformational course. With the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit, our lives are to be radically changed. The Holy Spirit provides the 

insight from God that helps us to see our sin and the need for repentance on 

an on going basis that allows God to work His transforming grace into our 

lives.  As this occurs in our lives the Holy Spirit leads us to see the needs of 

others and our work in community to spread the word of God by showing 

compassion and love to all .   

James talks about a mirror reflecting ourselves back to ourselves.  It is be-

cause of the Holy Spirit that we are able to see the blemishes and imperfec-

tions and not turn away in despair but turn to God in prayer .   
 

Too often we do not do the above and we try to cover that imperfection 

physically with cosmetics and creams.  God always sees below the surface 

of our physical, emotional and spiritual imperfections.  God wants our 

hearts and souls to be sincere.  We should not just be speakers of the word 

but also doers. However, without sincere belief and repentance our service 

is hollow.  Therefore,  we must continually be right with God.  If we are 

right with God He will give us direction in our lives and will assist in mak-

ing every action and service we give for Him and His glory. 

 

Mathew 5: 13-14 

You are the salt of the earth….You are the light of the world. 

What is our purpose at the Mission?  To give comfort, peace and assurance based on our deep faith in Christ.  We should 

be a blessing to fellow Christians we meet at the mission as well as those of God’s creation who do not know Him yet, so 
we are able to fulfill God’s purpose for each of us on this earth.  Sincerity of purpose.  GOD CENTERED. 

        Hard working seafarers from  

               MV Atlantic Tulum 

     Shopping for their essentials bring much  

                   joy to these seafarers. 

Janet Anderson 

Norm Craddock 

The LORD will fight for you, while you keep silent.”  

                                                                          Exodus 14:14 



For the second year in a row, the Prince Rupert Port Authority has contin-
ue its Barbeque Party program for the seafarers. This program helps the 
seafarers to unwind for few hours and enjoy treats that the port prepares. 
This program by the Prince Rupert Port Authority headed by Bernie Egan 
boosts the morale of the seafarers. Many of them have not gone ashore  
since the pandemic began. They even named their situation as the 
“Floating Prison”. 
Since the program started, we  at the Lighthouse Harbour Ministries got 
involved in helping the seafarers. Every Friday, at the North land Harbor, 
volunteers from the Seafarers Mission help cook, encourage and serve 
them in any way they can. Doing  personal shopping for the sailors is fun. 
Due to Covid these guys are not allowed to do their personal shopping. 

Covid 19 restrictions have change many things for the sailors. The chal-
lenges that they are facing everyday will be lightened with the help of 
each one of us  reaching out and supporting them. They are essential 
workers too.  

Norm receives the donations from PRPA 

and the DP World. 

Volunteers  add joy to the celebration 

At the end of the day, they’re happy to go 

back to their ship. 

Bravo to Prince Rupert Port Authori-

ty for sponsoring the event! 

They’re having fun dribbling the ball 

around. 

Food is life! They’re enjoying 

what we prepared. 



Prayer and faith can move mountain. Keep praying. 

Lighthouse Harbour 

Ministries 

Prince Rupert 

 

Box 261 

245-3rd Avenue West 

Prince Rupert, BC, Canada 

V8J 3P6 

 

 

Phone 250 624 6724 

Email: seafarers@citywest.ca 

 

Office hours: 3:00-8:00 PM 

Mondays –Saturdays 

     SEAL OF ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
CCCC’s Seal of Accounta-
bility distinguishes chari-
ties that demonstrate on-
going compliance with 
CCCC’s standards and dis-
play a strong commitment 
to integrity. 

 

Interested in Making a Donation? 

Lighthouse operations are funded by gifts from concerned and interested individuals.  Light-
house Ministries is not underwritten by churches or business. Your donations are urgently 
needed as a one-time gift or a monthly pledge of any amount as the Lord directs you.  Thank 
you. 

Contributions toward the Lord’s work at Lighthouse Harbour Ministries can be made by: 

Cash or Cheques, Post-dated cheques, They are tax deductible. 

 For Online banking contact Maddy at normmaddy@citywest.ca 

For more information regarding any of the above, feel free to contact the President of our 
Ministry-Norm Craddock at 250-624-8237 or by e-mail normmaddy@citywest.ca  

Prayer and Praise Corner: 

1. We’re thankful to God for faithful and healthy 

volunteers.  

2. Praise God for the continuous support of Prince 

Rupert port Authority to our Centre. 

3. Please help us pray for the future of the  Mission 

as well as its  finances. 

4. Pray for sailors whose contracts have expired and 

can’t get home to their families. 

5. Pray for sailors who are waiting to come to work 

but are caught in a lockdown. 

6. Pray for sailors that get infected by the virus. Pray 

for healing, comfort and peace of mind. 

7. Pray for more volunteer to join the call to serve. 

     Unlock the challenges and trials of life through prayers 

Delivering goods for the seafarers 

The International Sailors’ Society Canada  is a non-profit organization that helped 

and give grants to organizations that help the seafarers of the world.  We are 

grateful that the Society has supported us these many years of our operation. 

Through their generous support, we can help  and serve more sailors that come to 

our ports. 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to all who supported us through out these 

years. A big thank you to Prince Rupert Port Authority, DP World, International 

Sailors’ Society Canada,  Fellowship Baptist Church of Prince Rupert, Mennonite 

Brethren Cornerstone Church, and our private sponsors. From the very bottom of 

our hearts, we thank you! 

 

Covid 19 has impacted our services and operations. Despite  the situation, we continue to serve the seafarers 

and help them in any way we can. As the sailors were not allowed to have shore leave do their personal 

shopping. We the volunteers are here to help.   

 “smile” …..wear your mask. 

https://www.cccc.org/certification
mailto:normaddy@yahoo.ca

